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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is a response to a request for continued examination filed December 
9, 2008 

2. Claims 22-25 are pending in this application. Claims 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12, 14, 15, 18, 
20 and 21 are currently cancelled. Claims 22-25 are newly presented. 

3. This application claims priority to Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-208295, 
filed 8/21/2003. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claims 22-24 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

a. Claims 22 and 24 recite, "an identifier" (line 7) which refers to an identifier 
already mentioned, the examiner suggests amending the claim to recite, "the 
identifier" in lines 7. 

b. Claims 23 and 25 recite, "the first time", "an identifier", and "a response" 
when such reference have (or have not) been mentioned previously. The 
examiner suggest amending the claims to recite, "a first time", "the identifier", and 
" the response". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

5. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 
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6. Claims 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

7. With respect to claim 22, the claim recites a apparatus to manage and control the 
issuance of assignment identifiers, all of which can be carried out exclusively in 
software, and is therefor directed to non-statutory subject matter. Without the 
embodiment of a physical apparatus on which the features of the claim are to be carried 
out the claim is interpreted as software per se. 

8. With respect to claim 23, the claim fails to resolve the deficiency of the 
independent claim on which it is based, and is therefor rejected on the same grounds as 
above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

9. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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10. Claims 22-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Massarani (U.S. Patent No. 6,393,484). 



1 1 . With respect to claim 22, Massarani discloses an identifier assignment apparatus 

for assigning an identifier to a communication device that uses a unique identifier to 

perform communication (column 5, lines 60-65), comprising: 

a managing unit (column 5, lines 60-65, DHCP server) managing a state (column 

6, lines 60-65) and a valid term of the state relating to the communication device 

(column 7, lines 6-9, lease times); and 

a control unit receiving a request from the communication device (column 5, lines 

60-65, routing switch gear) and 

if the state relating to the communication device is a permission for an 
assignment (column 6, lines 49-53, "yes" condition), assigning an identifier to the 
communication device in a response to the request (column 6, lines 49-53, 
selects an appropriate IP address) and extending the valid term for a 
predetermined period of time (column 7, lines 6-9), and 

if the state relating to the communication device is a prohibition of an 
assignment (column 7, lines 24-26, "provisional" state), assigning no identifier to 
the communication device in a response to the request (column 7, lines 27-30) 
and extending the valid term for a predetermined period of time (column 7, lines 
6-9). 
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12. With respect to claim 23, Massarani discloses an identifier assignment apparatus 
according to claim 22, wherein, when the request from the communication device is 
received for the first time (column 6, lines 23-25), the managing unit sets the state to an 
initial state (column 7, lines 24-26, "provisional" state) and the control unit assigns an 
identifier to the communication device in a response to the request (column 7, lines 34- 
36). 

13. With respect to claim 24, Massarani discloses a computer-readable storage 
medium storing a program for assigning an identifier to a communication device that 
uses a unique identifier to perform communication (column 5, lines 60-65), the program 
when executed by a computer causes the computer to perform a method comprising: 

managing a state (column 6, lines 60-65) and a valid term of the state relating to 
the communication device (column 7, lines 6-9, lease times); and 

receiving a request from the communication device (column 5, lines 60-65, 
routing switch gear) and 

if the state relating to the communication device is a permission for an 

assignment (column 6, lines 49-53, "yes" condition), assigning an identifier to the 

communication device in a response to the request (column 6, lines 49-53, 

selects an appropriate IP address) and extending the valid term for a 

predetermined period of time (column 7, lines 6-9), and 

if the state relating to the communication device is a prohibition of an 

assignment (column 7, lines 24-26, "provisional" state), assigning no identifier to 
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the communication device in a response to the request (column 7, lines 27-30) 
and extending the valid term for a predetermined period of time (column 7, lines 
6-9). 

14. With respect to claim 25, Massarani discloses a computer-readable storage 
medium according to claim 25, wherein, when the request from the communication 
device is received for the first time (column 6, lines 23-25), the state is set to an initial 
state (column 7, lines 24-26, "provisional" state) and an identifier is assigned to the 
communication device in the response to the request (column 7, lines 34-36). 

Response to Arguments 

1 5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 22-24 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a. Kubotaetal Patent No. 6,647,009 



1 7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BLAKE RUBIN whose telephone number is (571 ) 270- 
3802. The examiner can normally be reached on M-R: 8:00-5:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571 ) 272-4001 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



1/29/09 

/Rubin Blake/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2457 

/ARIO ETIENNE/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2457 



